SURVEY III
The third analysis is based on a statistic proposed by Lieberson (1970), retention rate. Ue have chosen to work with the retention rate of English speakers, which is calculated according to the following formula :
Number of English speakers , .^ -L • x 100. Number of English-speaking origin English speaking origin is interpreted liberally to include Irish, Scots, and Welsh as well as Englishmen. If the retention rate is higher than 100, the English-speaking community has assimilated some nonEnglish speakers. If it is less than 100, the French-speaking community has assimilated some English speakers. If it is 100, then each community has held its own. The situation is somewhat complicated by the fact that besides English and French, there were other immigrants, notably Channel Islanders and Swedes. Because retention rates formed a highly skewed distribution with several very large values, for purpose of the analysis we replaced each by its log to the base ten.
Four predictor variables were chosen : overall proportion of English speakers to native French speakers ; the ratio of catholics to protestants among native English speakers : overall ratio of protestants to catholics ; and ratio of bilinguals to unilinguals among native English methods. -The fourth variable was included because bilingualism is thought to precede assimilation. We could not include a similar variable giving the proportion of bilinguals among native French speakers, because this information could be inferred from the four variables we included. Tne means and standard deviations of the untransformed measures are shown in Table 3 . 
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The interesting finding is that none of the four predictor Perhaps the minority at the local level is counterbalanced by the majority in the larger area to yield the equilibrium which we seem to observe. Moreover, until recent times the English speakers controlled the economy of the area, and that too might have counterbalanced the
